
O n October 11, Jeanne Jugan, Foundress 

and first Little Sister of the Poor, will be   

canonized a Saint of the Roman Catholic 

Church by Pope Benedict XVI in Rome.  

Jeanne Jugan has been called a ñsaint for old age 

and every age,ò and her apostolate of service to the 

elderly and trust in God is just as relevant today as 

it was in her time. Jeanne gave herself entirely to 

the elderly poor, and lived out her belief that every 

life has value, regardless of age or financial status. 

She encouraged her aged brothers and sisters to 

live life to the fullest, and to use their gifts as long 

as possible.  

Jeanne Jugan touched many lives during her time, 

and continues to do so today through the 2,700     

Little Sisters that carry out her legacy around the 

world. As the elderly population continues to grow 

and dignity at the end of life is increasingly 

threatened, Jeanne Juganôs message of respect for 

life is more important today than ever.  

Jeanne Jugan is not only a friend and patroness of 

the elderly; she is a shining example of faith, 

compassion, and humility to everyone, regardless of 

their current stage of life. Everyone can find 

inspiration in her life and teachings. And we can 

show our gratitude to her by embracing some of her values, and honoring those elderly 

in our lives. We can say a prayer for a deceased loved one, visit an elderly parent or 

grandparent ï relishing in the stories and the love shown to us, or offer a helping hand 

to someone who needs it ï knowing that we will all be in that place before we know it! 

We are grateful for the  wisdom and simple goodness of our blessed Mother, and rejoice 

that she is being  recognized for her virtues. We believe that we all, along with the 

elderly, have a faithful friend and intercessor in Saint Jeanne Jugan. 
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The Little Sisters in Kansas City 

òGive us the houseñif God fills it, 

God will not abandon it!ó jj  

T 
he  Little Sisters of the Poor have 

been in Kansas City a long time!  

It all started in 1882 when six Little 

Sisters made the trip to Kansas City to open 

their first Home. Bishop Hogan had requested 

that they come here to care for the elderly poor 

of the area. They located a building  at 31st & 

Locust that was originally built to house widows 

and orphans of the Civil Warôs Confederate 

soldiers, and was later used as a school. The 

Little Sisters bought it and opened St. Alexis 

Home of the Aged. They lived and served at that 

location until 1923.  

When an expansion of Gillham Trafficway  

forced them to relocate, the Little Sisters 

purchased land at 53rd & Highland to 

build a second St. Alexis Home. In May of 

1922, Bishop Thomas Lillis led a great   

procession of 3,500 people to bless and lay 

the cornerstone for the new building. It 

was one of the largest Catholic parades 

ever held in Kansas City! Construction was 

completed in December of 1923, and for 

the next 60 years, hundreds of aged men 

and women lived there. 

By 1982, Federal and State regulations were changing, and a study was conducted to investigate how the 

Home might best adapt to these new regulations. It was determined that providing continual quality 

health care at this site was not economically feasible, and the process began to build a new, more modern, 

functional Home. Our current Home, Jeanne Jugan Center, opened at 8745 James A. Reed Road in 1987 

and was designed around the many special needs of the elderly.  

It is such a joy to hear stories from people who remember dropping off donations or volunteering at the 

old Home on Highland; or to talk to those who played in the neighborhood as children, and have stories of 

the Little Sisters and Residents there. What a wonderful city this is to call home. Hereôs to another         

127 years in Kansas City! 

The original St. Alexis Home at 31st & Locust 

The second St. Alexis Home at 53rd & Highland 


